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Steve Lane
Greetings – I am looking forward to being your
Commodore this year.
The main goal this year will be to have boating fun and
enjoy our beautiful setting and bay. Who’s got it better than us – Nobody!
TIYC has some great events planned this year. I would like to thank the Bridge
and Board for meeting and working on this year’s calendar. Please use the
attached TIYC calendar to make sure you “save the Date” on your own busy
schedules.
We are also planning to participate in some of the races. We have a training
session on the schedule to get our members ready to rumble, and will be
looking to get a boat or two into a race or races.
As we start to prepare for the development of Treasure Island and a new club
facility, let’s enjoy our quaint facility built and improved by our members.
We have a planning team watching the development and working with TIDA to
secure our new facility, and ensure our yacht club heritage is maintained on the
Island. Our club will celebrate 50 years on the island in 2016.
Thank you for allowing me to be your Commodore.
Steve Lane
Yachters fun this New Year’s Eve and Day.
Join us for our New Year’s Eve Party from 3 PM to ? with a pot luck dinner at
6 PM. We have soup, salad, salmon, chili and desert covered so far by your
fellow members. Let us know what you can bring to fill in? Bread and another
main plate is open.
New Year’s Day - Join us at 9 am for a bagel or donut, then we head out for our
first sail/motor. We have 5 boats now, and we have room for those of you
without a boat. We should return by 1 pm or so for Clam Chowder and corn
bread, etc.
Great way to start the boating year. See you there. Steve

PICYA Delegates:
“JIBE” Smith
Reg &TIYC
Debrenia
Atta Pilram
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Vice Commodore’s Message
Will Smith

Upcoming events at the Club:
January 17 – Crab Feed (Served by Past Commodores) See attached Flyer- (only a few spots left).
February 1 – Super Bowl XLIX (kick-off 3:30 PM)
February 21 – Dinner to Welcome New Members (host?)
March 7 – Work Party
March 14 – St. Pat’s Dinner (host?)
April 19 – Spring Tea

Scheduled Cruise-Ins:
March 28-29 – Encinal YC
See you around the club,
Will

Rear Commodore’s Report
MeeSun Boice
As I humbly accepted the honorable position as the 2015 Rear-Commodore of
our little club, I realized that it was a known fact among most of our members,
that I am probably the most ‘novice’ person for the position and yet, somehow, I
was nominated, and with much hesitation and trepidation, I accepted the position and title. With all
sincerity, the strongest driving factor for my final acquiescence was when I learned that Connie Van
Putten would be willing to support and provide guidance, as even possibly a shared Rear-Commodore
office. In the past 2 years, I have grown to have admire and respect Connie and Pete, not only for their
many years of experience as members, of TIYC, but their commitment to the club and their incredible
ethics, wisdom and experience, both with the club activities and as fellow B&B members. Connie was
supportive of me during one of my most ‘challenging’ personal health journeys, and I am forever
grateful.
I’ve also spoken extensively with Russ and Lynette Breed, whose passion and rigorous commitment to
TIYC, and all things sailing has been a source of comfort and strength.

TIYC “JIBE”, January – February, 2015, Page 2 of 16

Russ has generously offered guidance, information, wisdom and past experiences, not only as a 2-time
past Commodore, but also with Lynette as a second-generation TIYC member. Their self-less discipline
in keeping all of us organized and helping us to stay on-track as our Office Manager and administrative
assistant to the Treasurer and Office Manager has been an inspiration and a source of quiet strength for
me as I take on this new and challenging endeavor to provide a fun and memorable 2015 for our
members.
Finally, after lengthy conversations, Atta Pilram, past Commodore and fellow B&B member, has pledged
to also provide gentle guidance and support to assist me where needed, to ensure that our club
members, old and new will have a fantastic experience not only from a sail out perspective, but from an
overall membership.
I also look to Steve Lane, our 2015 Commodore, and Bill Smith, our 2015 Vice-Commodore, to facilitate,
coordinate, and together provide a cohesive, enjoyable and memorable experience for all of us.
Lastly, I ask those of you who would like to share your experience and guidance to reach out and share
with me your feedback and ideas which I hope to incorporate into our many events in 2015.
While I may not be able to facilitate a sophisticated and fun four weekend event of the Delta that 2014
Rear-Commodore Bill Smith coordinated, I know we will continue our tradition for some of our past
events like the Memorial Day weekend on Angel Island, or a tour of the Coast Guard Facilities, and
possibly travel to shores around the San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail (nine county program
implemented under the leadership of the Coastal Conservancy), and much more.
For now, here are some exciting events coming in the next few weeks/months that we hope you
will mark it on your calendars. Confirmation and updates and more events will be posted on our
website: www.tiyc.org
January 1 – Annual “Cruise Around the Islands,” with delicious clam chowder afterwards.

January 22 – 25 – SF Boat show, Pier 48 & McCovey Cove @AT&T Park

February 7th – Women’s Sailing Convention (Southern CA) – Cruise Leader: Lynette Breed

February 27th-March 1st – Reno Fun Train –Theme: Rock’n Roll, Chocolate & Wine Tasting
Cruise Leaders: Russ & Lynette Breed

March 14th – Annual Shamrock Shenanigans
April 11th – InterClub Race #1 (Tentative)

April 26th – PICYA Opening Day – Theme: “YOUTH-IN-BOATING”
As I am learning, the Rear Commodore is responsible for the on-the-water activities and is assisted
by several people. Parke Ulrich has agreed to be the “Fleet Captain” and will be looking for input
from both Sail and Power boaters regarding on-the-water activities that they would like, such as
races or cruises. We would like your assistance in planning cruises. TIYC will again be providing
the Race Committee to start the Westpoint Regatta in July and will be looking for people to help
with that important activity. We also would like to see more club members involved with racing
with the InterClub regatta series and Yacht Racing Association (YRA) races. If you are new to
racing, training for both racers and Race Committee training will be provided. Your input and
participation in making this happen is important.
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In closing, I hope you will see me, not as the novice Rear-Commodore, but as someone who is
volunteering her time, to bring together the culmination of the experiences of all of your past leaders
and members, to help support and facilitate, through their wisdom and guidance, a 2015 year filled with
FUN and EXCITING and MEMORABLE experiences for all of you.
MeeSun Boice
2015 Rear Commodore

26th Annual Women’s Sailing Convention
February 7, 2015

http://www.womenssailingconvention.com/

Registration
http://www.womenssailingconvention.com/?page_id=603
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New Year’s Day Cruise Around the Islands

Get Ready For Cruising with NOAA’s Interactive Chart Catalog
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
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From the Membership Committee:
MeeSun Boice
I’m happy to share that in 2014, we increased our membership by 15 NEW MEMBERS
(8 Memberships)!! This represents a 100% increase of new memberships from 2013.
New Members in 2014
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Eduardo and Sonia Park – Regular Members, sponsored by MeeSun Boice & Atta Pilram
Keith and Janet Plumlee – Non-Resident Members, sponsored by Fred & Susan Gibson
Jon and Judy Mohn – Regular Members sponsored by Don Mibach & Reg Smith
Bill and Sue Cole – Regular Members, sponsored by Will Smith & MeeSun Boice
Parke Ulrich – Regular Member, sponsored by MeeSun Boice & Atta Pilram (2015 Fleet Captain)
Joe and Tilde Wrye – Regular Members, sponsored by MeeSun Boice & Russ Breed
Bill and Lynn Ries – Regular Members, sponsored by Lynette Breed & MeeSun Boice
Vincent Plichta and Cindy Carpenter – Our FIRST Associate Members, sponsored by Fred Gibson
& Steve Lane

Overall our numbers for the past four years look like this:
Membership
Type
New Memberships
Associate
Corinthian
Honorary
Junior
Life Time
Leave Of Absence
Military
Non-Resident
Regular
Senior
TOTAL

11/20/2011

11/18/2012

12/29/2013

12/27/2014

9
8
3
0
3
0
11
33
3
61

13
10
3
0
3
0
0
11
37
3
67

4
9
2
0
3
0
0
15
29
2
60

8
1
7
2
0
3
1
0
11
31
2
58

I want to send a SPECIAL THANKS to Parke Ulrich and Joe Wrye – who tirelessly volunteered to provide
our first Membership Drive Dinner – with a delicious cookout experience of tasty culinary dishes of fresh
halibut ceviche and seven layer dip, with grilled corn, saffron rice, skewers of chicken/steak/fish, and to
top it all with a ‘build your own sundae’ dessert. It was a resounding success, and I hope to repeat
another similar Membership Drive in 2015.
A Big THANK YOU to all who helped me bring in new members. As you can see by looking at the
numbers this is very important to our future. We have received inquiries from a few more people who
are interested, some of which came by email and others from drop-ins while members have been
standing watch. This is an important part of the OOD duty and I appreciate all your support in our
efforts to double our membership in 2015!
MeeSun Boice,
2014/2015 Membership Chair
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20th Annual
George Knies Memorial
Crab Feed
TREASURE ISLAND YACHT CLUB
Saturday, 17 January 2015, 1600 (4:00 P.M.)
Happy hour 4:00 – 6:00 P.M. come say hello to new members and special guests!
The menu is the “ever popular” seasonal Cracked Crab served by the Past Commodores with
French bread, salads, and special crab sauces/presentations. For those allergic to crab there will
be a chicken entrée (Half a Chicken): “All-inclusive dinner", with a no host bar; excellent winelist to choose from.
Limited attendance, reserve early, last time many members missed out!
Please mail all Reservations and a check made out to TIYC, Inc. in the amount of
$40.00 per person to the office manager: Russell Breed, c/o 20101 Ljepava Dr.,
Saratoga, CA 95070.

R ESER VATION POLICY
Cut-off date for reservations Midnight, 12 January, 2015.
Late Reservations: $50.00 pp for any reservations made after that date and at the
door, should any space be available.

No Refund for reservations canceled after 15 January, 2015 if there are no
alternates available on the waiting list.
CUT HERE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CUT HERE

Name________________________________________ Number persons attending (_____)
Address __________________________________________________________________________
Guest’s Names: __________________________________________________________________
Tel (

)

-

E-mail ____________________________________________________

Total Remittance: Made out to TIYC, Inc.

Chicken order ( )

$___________

Indicate here if you wish to pay by credit card at the door (___) A reservation form must be submitted.
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Help Wanted:
TIYC is looking for people to help out with the following positions:
•

JIBE Editor / Publisher – Involves assembling, editing and publishing the TIYC bimonthly
newsletter. Input is typically received by email and/or attached files. Should have experience with
MS Word or Publisher, Adobe Acrobat.

If you can help contact either the Commodore or the Office Manager.

Do you know your Knots?
Can you name these knots?

Knot #1

Knot #2

ANNUAL MEETING & CHANGE OF WATCH
Election Results - Officers for 2015
Commodore
Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore
Corporate Secretary
Treasurer
Immediate Past Commodore

Steve Lane
Will Smith
MeeSun Boice
John Harrison
Fred W. Gibson
Atta Pilram

(appointed)
(appointed)
(appointed)

Directors for 2 year Terms (one additional director was authorized by the Bridge & Board in October)
Jim Aberer
Mary Holden
Connie VanPutten
Directors for 1 year Terms
Malcolm Johnston
Pete VanPutten
Parke Ulrich

(continuing)
(to complete the term vacated by MeeSun)
(nominated from the floor)
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Please identify conflicts and forward any exchanges with other members to your Watch Captain

WATCH LIST 2015
DRAFT 2 12/27/2014

Duty Hours: 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Date
03-Jan-15
10-Jan-15
17-Jan-15
24-Jan-15

Watch Captain
Atta Pilram
415-748-0374
"
"
Will Smith
510-589-7410
"
"

Officer Of The Day
Nevesny, Neil & Joanna
Park, Eduardo & Sung Hae
Pilram, Atta & Alice
Plichta, Vincent & Cindy

Strom, Gordon & Diane
Thorsson, Desmond & Laura
Ulrich, Parke
Van Putten, Pete & Connie

01-Aug-15
08-Aug-15
15-Aug-15
22-Aug-15
29-Aug-15

Parke Ulrich
415-385-2398
"
"
Jim Aberer
925-997-1630
"
"
MeeSun Boice
714-350-3889
"
"
"
Steve Lane
925-984-0341
"
"
Fred W. Gibson
408-836-6519
"
"
Mary Holden
925-376-7497
"
"
"

05-Sep-15
12-Sep-15
19-Sep-15
26-Sep-15

Malcolm Johnston
650-576-6047
"
"

07-Feb-15
14-Feb-15
21-Feb-15
28-Feb-15
07-Mar-15
14-Mar-15
21-Mar-15
28-Mar-15
04-Apr-15
11-Apr-15
18-Apr-15
25-Apr-15
02-May-15
09-May-15
16-May-15
23-May-15
30-May-15
06-Jun-15
13-Jun-15
20-Jun-15
27-Jun-15
04-Jul-15
11-Jul-15
18-Jul-15
25-Jul-15

Activity

Crab Feed

Reis, William & Lynne
Roberts, Pete & Faye
Smith, Reg & Debrenia
Smith, Will & Cynthia
Work Party
St Pat's Dinner

Wills, Cior & Ciaran
Wyre, Joe & Tilde
Zebzda, Martin & Holly
Aberer, Jim & Sandra
Ahlf, Rich & Ismini
Alden, Don & Mary
Boice, MeeSun
Breed, Russell & Lynette
Brewer, Kent & Nancy
Busby, David
Cole, Bill & Sue
D’Aura, Joe & Connie
Gibson, Fred C.
Gibson, Fred W.
Goswick, Bill & Karen
Graham, Mary
Harper, Sharron
Harrison, John & Robynn
Harte, Christy
Holden, Rich & Mary
Johnston, Mal & Jan
Lane, Steve & Carol
McBride, John & Erica
Mibach, Don & Cathy
Mohn, Jon &Julia
Navarro, Mia

Floato de Mayo

Memorial Day Weekend

OYC TI Anchor out Cruise-In
Club Dinner - Sailstice
Chili Cook-off
Westpoint Marina Regatta

Castaway Weekend

Dragon Boat Festival
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Date
03-Oct-15
10-Oct-15
17-Oct-15
24-Oct-15
31-Oct-15
07-Nov-15
14-Nov-15
21-Nov-15
28-Nov-15
05-Dec-15
12-Dec-15
19-Dec-15
26-Dec-15

Watch Captain
Connie Van Putten
510-932-3274
"
“
"
John Harrison
650-483-7106
"
"
Pete Van Putten
510-932-3274
"
"

Officer Of The Day
Nevesny, Neil & Joanna
Park, Eduardo & Sung Hae
Pilram, Atta & Alice
Plichta, Vincent & Cindy
Reis, William & Lynne

Activity
Fleet Week – Pig Roast

Roberts, Pete & Faye
Smith, Reg & Debrenia
Smith, Will & Cynthia
Strom, Gordon & Diane

Work Party
Annual Meeting

Thorsson, Desmond & Laura
Ulrich, Parke
Van Putten, Pete & Connie
Wills, Cior & Ciaran

Holiday Club Decoration

Coming Events
Date
Dec 31, 2014
January 2015
1
13
17
22-25
31
February 2015
1
7
10
15
21
27 – Mar 1
March 2015
7
10
14
28-29
April 2015
9-12

Event
New Year’s Eve Party
Around The Island Cruise (depart 10:00 AM) - (Rear Commodore)
& Clam Chowder following the cruise (Vice Commodore)
nd
Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
Change of Meeting Day
Crab Feed (Dinner 6:00 PM) (Served by Past Commodores)
San Francisco Boat Show, Pier 48 & McCovey Cove @ AT&T Park
US Sailing - One Day Race Management Seminar (Encinal YC)
SuperBowl XLIX (kick-off 3:30 pm)
Women’s Sailing Convention, So Calif. (Cruise Leader: Lynette Breed)
nd
Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
JIBE Deadline (March – April)
TIYC Fun Sail (10:00 AM)
New Member’s Welcome Dinner (6:00 PM)
Reno Fun Train – Theme: Rock’n Roll, Chocolate & Wine Tasting (Cruise Leaders: Russ &
Lynette Breed)
TIYC Spring Work Party 9:00 – 3:00pm
nd
Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
Shamrock Shenanigans (TBA)
St Pat’s Dinner 6:00 PM (Host: TBA)
Encinal YC Cruise-In & Dinner
Strictly Sail Pacific & Power Boat Expo (Jack London Square, Oakland)
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11
14
15
19
26
May 2015
2-3
9
12
17
21 – 25
24
June 2015
9
13 – 14
13
15
20 – 21
July 2015
4
11 – 12
11
14
17
18

InterClub Series #1
Black top to Pacific Sail Expo
nd
Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
JIBE Deadline (May – June)
Spring Tea & Speaker
PICYA Opening Day – Theme: “YOUTH-IN-BOATING”
San Jose Sailing Club Cruise-In (Tentative)
Membership Drive Dinner (Tentative)
InterClub Series #2
nd
Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
Safety At Sea Seminar (Encinal YC)
Angel Island Cruise-Out (Cruise Leader TBA)
Memorial Day Angel Island Picnic
nd

Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
Oakland YC Treasure Island Anchor Out Cruise-In
InterClub Series #3
JIBE Deadline (July – August)
Sailstice Weekend
Fun Day in Clipper Cove
Race Committee Training (Instructor: Russ Breed)
Chili Cook-off (Host: Atta & Alice Pilram)
Avon Cancer Walk (Leader: Connie Van Putten)
InterClub Series #4
nd
Bridge & Board Mtg (2 Tuesday, 7:00pm)
Friday Night Dinner (before Westpoint Regatta)
Westpoint Regatta (TIYC is Race Committee)
Race / Cruise to Redwood City (Sequoia YC)

Do you know your Knots?
And the answers are!

Round Turn & 2 Half Hitches

Cleat Hitch
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A Word About Safety
Russ Breed
(From BoatUS with Permission)
Photo Caption: Hiring a marine surveyor could be the single most important task to manage
when buying a boat.

Seven Tips to Get More Out of a Marine Survey
ALEXANDRIA, Va., December 15, 2014 -- In 2013, over 955,000 boats changed hands on the pre-owned
boat market. That meant for a nearly a million boat buyers, hiring an accredited marine surveyor to
inspect their potential dreamboat was often the first step after finding it. Boat Owners Association of The
United States has seven tips on how to get the most from a marine survey:
1. The only good survey is a current one: Relying on an old survey is a bad idea. The marine
environment isn’t nice to boats and sometimes a “little” maintenance issue can quickly turn into more
serious problem. If you need to have the boat insured, you’ll usually need a survey less than six months
old – after that, it begins to smell like dead fish.
2. Don’t miss your own survey: Just like your wedding, you need to be there. Attending and asking
questions will reap reams of information about the boat you’re buying, and most surveyors are happy to
talk about what they are finding and what needs to be done to fix things.
3. Experience trumps price: Don’t select a surveyor on price alone. It’s important to find one that has
experience on your type of boat that can tell you what you need to know. Surveyors who are members of
the Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors (SAMS) or the National Association of Marine Surveyors
(NAMS) are wise choices as these professional organizations have certification processes and provide
educational training.
4. It’s not pass or fail: A survey is only a guide to determine if the boat is acceptable to the buyer. An
insurance company may also use it to provide a list of corrective actions needed to provide coverage.
5. Surprise, surprise: Boats are a series of complex systems and even brand new boats sometimes
have recommendations from a surveyor. The difference is that with new boats, corrective actions are
often taken care of through the builder’s warranty.
6. Use the survey to negotiate: Surveys include an approximate fair-market value for use by lenders
and insurance companies. If the numbers warrant it, there’s also nothing wrong with using this value in an
attempt to negotiate a better deal with the seller.
7. A survey gives you a great punch list: A survey can guide planning for upgrades, repairs and help
you prioritize.
For a list of surveyors and more boat buying information such as sales contracts, sea trials, and boat
prices, go to BoatUS.com/surveyandseatrial.
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THE “BUCKET LIST”
Memories of our trip to the Galapagos:
Here is our account of sailing from Panama to the Galapagos. It is presented in two installments
Part I on the trip to Cocas Island appeared in the November/December 2014 issue of the JIBE.
Part II on the Galapagos Islands follows.
Jan Johnston

Part II: Cocus Island to Galapagos
Cocus Island was a tropical paradise in the Pacific after a challenging, if not miserably
uncomfortable, seven day crossing from Panama City. It took another three days of motor
sailing with our friends on their 54 ft. Irwin cruising yacht to make it to the Galapagos Islands.
Yes, the wind was still being ornery and right on the nose, but the seas were calmer with a more
predictable southwesterly swell. The weather cleared and at night it was great to view the
Southern Cross, Milky Way simultaneously with other constellations usually visible only in the
northern hemisphere. As we crossed the equator, our captain, who was on early morning watch
at the time, blared “Good Morning, Sunshine” to all the sleeping crew, whereupon we all rose in
good spirits to celebrate. However, generator problems continued to plague us on this second
stage of the crossing – the water pump went out - the pulley wheel destroyed itself on the axle and it developed an intermittent electrical fault. Finally, the washing machine water pump got
stuffed up with coins from someone’s pocket prompting the first mate to declare that she would
not get on the boat again until it was fixed! Perhaps to help mollify her, Captain J relented and
got the icemaker producing the ice she so desperately craved for evening cocktails. A few
drinks helped soothe the spirits of the whole party and, interestingly, rendered our “Ever-Ready
Bunny” captain quite docile.
On the afternoon of the third day we entered Wreck Bay on San Cristobal where a small colony
of native Ecuadorians on a few dusty streets coexist peacefully with a larger colony of sea lions
on the beach, along with flocks of pelicans, frigate birds, and blue-footed boobies. Captain J and
Malcolm who continued to work on the “several minor mechanical breakdowns” declared that “it
was all under control”. With the help of a water-taxi driver they quickly figured out how and
where to manufacture a new pulley wheel for the generator amongst the chickens in the
backyard of a local resident, how to refuel the boat, where to purchase air tickets for our exit,
what sight-seeing to do on the Island, as well as checking in and out with (and paying off) the
port captain/immigration officer.
In contrast to Cocus, the Galapagos Islands are starkly barren volcanic landscapes of lava,
craters and cinder cones, vegetated with low scrub-like brush and cacti. Most of them are
national refuge areas with severe restrictions – no entry or use without guides. A couple of
them, like Cristobal and Santa Cruz, have small townships that are supported by the growing
tourist economy, with some agriculture (previously sugar cane, and now a little coffee). Indeed
they reminded us of a more primitive and older version of the big island of Hawaii. On San
Cristobal we took a great tour with a local taxi driver - first to El Junco, the top of the crater
where there is a freshwater lagoon; past El Progressor, the ruins of a former hacienda and
sugar plantation; through the dusty interior of the Island to see a colony of tortoise, and then
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down to the seashore where we encountered the huge black primeval iguana, sunning on the
rocks, and foraging for seaweed in the rocky surf. Hanging out with another colony of sea lions
completed our day. The evening was spent in the cool outdoor restaurant on the beach, where
we enjoyed a leisurely dinner with the crew of Quest, friends from another yacht that was
making a parallel trek. (Tragically, this was the last time we saw these sailing buddies – they
were murdered by pirates off the NE coast of Somalia about 18 months later!)
Two days later, we sailed to Santa Cruz – a more up-scale township lined with
restaurants and shops, yet quite primitive and small by anyone’s standards. We began with a
walking tour of the Darwin Research Station that features other species of yellow and red
iguana and the very largest species of tortoise – including Lonesome George, a 150 year old,
last of his kind whose shell served as a chastity belt preventing him from successful mating with
another species while not diminishing his enthusiasm for trying. Our last adventure on Santa
Cruz was a dive and snorkeling trip. Rising at 5am, we took a bus to the other side of the Island
and boarded a fast dive boat that ventured across the water to the small island of Batholome, off
the larger island of Santiago. While some of our party dove deep at Cousins Rock (a shelving
cinder cone formation) to see the many marvels of the Galapagos deep – like sea horses,
lobster, sea snake, flounder, manta rays, white tipped shark, and one big hammer head shark the rest of us went snorkeling. The highlight was swimming with a bunch of playful sea lions that
somersaulted around us, swimming up to peer in our faces and retreating quickly to the touch,
even blowing bubbles at us to imitate the behavior of human divers! Finally, we all had the
opportunity of swimming with penguins. The Galapagos penguins live further north than any of
their species, in the cold currents that emerge here from its deep course, direct from the
Antarctic.
The final adventure in Santa Cruz involved a crisis in the harbor as a supply ship, moored quite
near us, that caught fire, smoldered for several hours, and then erupted into full flame and
smoke as the engines and fuel tanks burned. There was some concern that it would explode
(unlikely with diesel fuel) so the gas canisters were cast overboard. This prompted something of
“a debate” between the higher ranks of our boat’s commanding officers as to how best to protect
our selves. We had to drag up our anchors and move quickly, a scary move because our front
anchor was planted quite near the burning ship. We thought it was going to sink on the spot but
they managed to pump out the water, cut the ship’s anchor and tow the burning vessel out to
sea, relieving us all of the imminent threat.
On Sunday, June 20th, we set sail for San Cristobal, past the Island of Santa Fe in order to
catch the plane the following day. Luckily, after having little success fishing on our previous
crossings, Malcolm cast a line and in quick succession caught 3 ten lb. tuna that he quickly
gutted and filleted providing a delectable last evening meal on the boat. The following day we
regretfully fare welled our fellow adventurers who set sail for the Marquees while we flew out of
the Galapagos to Quito in Ecuador. Here we spent a couple of days getting our land legs again
and debriefing with one another on this most remarkable journey before returning home.
Conclusion: sailing the Galapagos truly provided the most intriguing natural history experience
of our lives – a “must-see” on the bucket list!
Jan
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From the Ship’s Store rack
Time to Buy Gifts for the Holidays – Visit the Ship’s Store
Here is a sample of what we offer – Check with Connie for Sizes or to place a special order
ORDER
NUMBER
L304
L354
L431
L5001s

ITEM DESCRIPTION
Jacket/Zip off Hood
Jacket/Fleece Lining
Polo Shirt/V Neck
Silk Touch L/S Polo

MEN'S / WOMEN'S
Women's
Women's
Women's
Women's

L226
I304
K431

Fleece Vest
Jacket with Hood
Polo Shirt

Women's
Men’s
Men’s

4999M

Sweatshirt/Zip/Hood

Unisex

F219
F226
CP20

Fleece Vest
Light Weight Vest
Ball Cap

Men’s
Men’s

CP83

Soft Ball Cap

Out Back Hat
Tote Bag
Fleece Blanket
TIYC Mini Flash Lights
TIYC Jacket Patches

COLOR
Blu/Blk
Royal
White
White
Navy
Navy
Blu/Blk
White
Navy
White
Navy
Navy
Navy
Navy
White
Gold
Khaki/Blu
Khaki/Grn
Khaki/Gry
Khaki/Mar
Canvas/Navy
Canvas/Navy
Navy
Blue
Blue/Gold
Gold/Blue
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PRICE
$55
$55
$32
$25
$35
$55
$32
$40
$35
$30
$20

$20

$20
$20
$20
$3
$8

RBOC Corner
(Fall 2014 Boater Brief, Special Edition)
Vessel Operator Certification
Law Enacted
Governor Jerry Brown has signed into law RBOC-supported SB 941 [Monning and DeSaulnier] to phase-in
a boat operator certification requirement in California.
SB 941 requires that boat operators pass a boating education examination and obtain a vessel operator card
issued by the state Division of Boating and Waterways [DBW] in order to operate a boat in California that is
propelled by an engine. This legislation will enhance safety on the state’s waterways. SB 941 is modeled on
legislation RBOC sponsored previously. This new measure requires DBW to issue a vessel operator card to
individuals who have passed an approved course.
The requirement to obtain a vessel operator card would apply initially to operators 20 years of age or younger
with a phased-in implementation date depending on the age of the individual.
The seven-year phase-in would begin in 2018 and would eventually apply to everyone as of 2025. Importantly,
online education including the free BoatUS Foundation course will be an option.
The BoatUS Foundation course is available at: http://www.boatus.org/courses/

Boaters are subject to the certification requirement according to the following schedule:

20 Yrs
1/1/18

25 Yrs
1/1/19

35 Yrs
1/1/20

40 Yrs
1/1/21

45 Yrs
1/1/22

50 Yrs
1/1/23

60 Yrs
1/1/24

ALL
1/1/25

In addition, the fees to be established by DBW for certificates will be at levels sufficient to cover the
reasonable costs of the development, establishment, and operation of the program. SB 941 will prohibit the
fees from exceeding those costs.
Other Courses:
An index of online Official Boater Safety Courses can be found at http://www.boat-ed.com/california/ .
For our Non-Resident members, there are several state approved courses depending on your location.
Go to www.Boat-ed.com and select your state.
The US Power Squadrons offers the “America’s Boating Course” http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/ABC.html
and US Coast Guard Auxiliary also offers various courses http://cgaux.org/boatinged/ .
--If you would like to sign-up to stay informed about boating issues in California go to
http://www.rboc.org/email-sign-up/ .
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